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This zealous action cost him his life, but, happily,
he had received Baptism less than a month before,
and was living in a most Christian manner.

These Savages, who even to that time had seemed
sensible of the affection which their Missionary bore
them, reproached themselves for his death as soon
as they were capable of reflection; but returning
again to their natural ferocity, they adopted the
resolution of putting a finishing stroke to their crime
by the destruction of the whole French post.
‘“ Since the black Chief is dead,” said they, ‘it is
the same as if all the French were dead —let us not
spare any.’’

The next day, they executed their barbarous plan.
They repaired early in the morning to the Fort,
which was not more than a league distant, and whose
occupants supposed, on their arrival, that the Savages
wished to chant the calumet to the Chevalier des
Roches, who commanded that post in the absence of
Monsieur de Codere. He had but seventeen men
with him, who had no suspicion of any evil design
on the part of the Savages, and were therefore all
massacred, not one escaping their fury. They,
however, granted their lives to four women and five
children, whom they found there, and whom they
made slaves.

One of the Yazous, having stripped the Mission-
ary, clothed himself in his garments, and shortly
afterward announced to the Na#ckez, that his Nation
had redeemed their pledge, and that the French
settled among them were all massacred. In this city
there was no longer any doubt on that point, as soon
as they learned what came near being the fate of
Father Doutreleau. This Missionary had availed



